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Farm Business Survey Results
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Crop Production In England
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Grain Marketing in the UK
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Land and Climate
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Land Ownership and Rental

About 33 per cent of land is rented, and 67 per cent
owner occupied, but there are regional variations.
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Burghley
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Weather News 2008/2009

*The UK enjoys few
extreme weather events

*But 26,000 hectares of
arable crops were flooded
during the 2007 harvest

The 2008 harvest was
also wet

*Milling wheat quality was poor in both years
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Water Resources
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Density of Cereal Production

Wheat Barley Oilseed Rape

1.7m ha 0.3m ha 0.55m ha
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Agriculture, Agri-environment, Diversification, Subsidy
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Relative Prices for Feed Wheat and
Arable Inputs 2007
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http://www.fbspartnership.co.uk/

£ per hectare

Cereals farms:Farm Business
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Cereals Farm Performance 2007

£ per hectare
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FBIl — contribution 2003 to 2007
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Winter Wheat Gross Margin 2004 to 2007
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Agri-environment

2004/2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008

£ per hectare

Cereals 16 22 31 41
General Cropping 11 17 27 38

Schemes funded by the European Union and UK
Government (and “modulation” of agricultural subsidies)
Include:

Entry Level Stewardship

Higher Level Stewardship
Countryside Stewardship Scheme
Environmentally Sensitive Areas
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Diversification
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Diversification contributes about £60 per hectare to income on
Cereals farms and £40 per hectare on General Cropping farms.



Single Payment Scheme

2004/2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008

£ per hectare

Single Payment n/a 194 187 181
Area Payment 207 3 2 2
Total Payment 207 197 189 183

Within the European Union, the UK opted to move to a
subsidy payment decoupled from agricultural production.
From 2005 to 2012 the value of this payment is in transition
from a historic basis to a flat rate per hectare.
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Arable Farming Across England

North East: Mainly Livestock

East: General Cropping

I

Midlands: Crops and Grass

A\ Suffolk: Wheat, OSR, Beans
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Suffolk: Wheat, OSR, Beans

«200 hectares
*Chalky boulder clay

*\Wheat yields 8 to 9
tonnes per hectare

*Suits winter cropping

*High cultivation costs
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Midlands: Crops and Grass

Wheat with combinable break
crops and grazing livestock

\Wheat 7.5 to 8.5 t/ha

*200 hectares

*Higher rainfall
*Solls of poorer quality
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East: General Cropping

Wheat yields 10 t/ha but
must compete with sugar
beet, potatoes and
vegetables.

Wheat production
sometimes high cost
because of cultivation
method

Wheat typically 45% of farm area and grown as a break

crop.
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North East: Mainly Livestock

Cereals often fed to
livestock on the farm

swheat, barley, oilseed
rape and grass

Day length ideal for
high yields

*But solls often stony

and altitude decreases
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Scale and Cooperation in UK Arable Production
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Scale and Cooperation

Most arable businesses are owned and managed by
families ranging in size but averaging just over 200
hectares.

Corporate farmers were formed following investment in
agricultural land by pension funds in the 1970’s in
response to high returns from agriculture.

Farms have expanded by renting land or entering
Contract Farming Agreements with neighbouring farms.

In the late 1990s, Joint Venture Farming companies o
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Corporate Farmers: Case Study

Velcourt will host our visit to The Stamford Farms on
Friday comprising 3,000 hectares of arable cropping on
six farms but managed as one unit.
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Joint Venture Farming: Case Study

Brixworth Farming Company

*60 km south west of Wansford
*2500 hectares

*Five farms involved

TWO main tractors

Two Claas Lexion 600 combines
One manager

«Started in 2000
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